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Message From The President
This month I am happy
to use this space to offer
some well-deserved acknowledgments:
Art Contest. I want to thank
Board Member, Mark Sleeper for accepting responsibility for heading up our very
successful Student Art Contest. The contest was expanded last year to include
all grade levels. This year
Mark plans to expand the
contest once again to include an additional school
district and the number of
prizes to be awarded.
Thanks Mark.
Net Distribution Last month
your Friends group distributed the last of a large donation of capture nets. Seventy capture nets, valued at
more than $3,000.00, were
distributed to refuge staff,
the four captive- breeding
facilities and two educational programs. The nets were
surplus and graciously donated by the Wildlife Center

of Texas. The Center has
previously provided nets to
the refuge and federal wildlife officers. I want to thank
Sharon Schmaltz and Debbie
Mitchell for thinking of us,
when the nets became
available. Thanks Ladies.
Putting for Prairie Chickens
This past April, staff from
the Houston Zoo’s bird department held an event at
the zoo to raise money for
our Fire Ant Control/Brood
Survival Fund. The Putting
for Prairie Chicken event
allowed zoo visitors the opportunity to putt a golf ball
around a staff-built, prairiechicken themed four-hole,
miniature golf course. All
funds from the event, as
well as funds raised from
the sale of hand-painted,
prairie-chicken golf balls
were presented to the
Friends group. More than
$1,800.00 was raised by
Hannah Bailey‘s dedicated

and hardworking staff.
Thank you.
And finally, because it can’t
be said enough, thanks to all
of our members and supporters. Thank you to the
Board of Directors, who
work so hard to make this
organization a success.
Thank you to the Recovery
Partners all across the state
who work behind the scene
with little recognition, but
great success. Thank
you to the Refuge volunteers who give so generously of their time and work
side by side with the Refuge
staff. Lastly, a thank you to
the Refuge staff, who have
dedicated their careers to
bringing an endangered bird
back from the brink of extinction. An effort that’s
taken hard work and long
days to achieve the success
they have achieved. Thanks
to each and every one.
Ron Jones Board President

Friends of Attwater Prairie Chicken Refuge, P.O. Box 212 Eagle Lake, Texas 77434

Children, like 2 yr. old Allison, are never
too young to start enjoying nature.
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Did you know?
 2014 marks the 100 anniversary of the extinction of the
passenger pigeon, once the
most abundant bird species
in North America.
 The passenger pigeon population was estimated to have
been 3-5 billion birds, 1/4 of
the continents avifauna.
 The illegal, international
trafficking of wildlife products is a $19-billion-a-year
enterprise, and growing.

Volunteer Spotlight
Volunteerism comes in various forms on National Wildlife Refuges but in any form the unselfishness of
these participants not only benefits the Refuge but all of us concerned about the preservation and stewardship of our natural resources. Two first time resident volunteers at the Refuge were George and Jennifer
(Jenny) Stoffa. George and Jenny arrived at the Refuge in late January of this year and worked through
April before heading to their next volunteer assignment. Assistant Refuge Manager, John Magera sat down
with George and Jenny last spring to get their thoughts about being resident volunteers.

1. George and Jennifer, tell us a little about yourselves - where you’re from, and what you both did for a living prior to retirement?
Our last stay was outside of Philadelphia, PA, near the area in which Jenny grew up. George was raised on
Long Island, NY. George was a “hands-on” plant manager/ general manager in manufacturing environments
for the fifteen years prior to retiring, with companies that moved us around the country (NY-PA-TN-PA-TXPA). Jenny worked 28 years as a registered nurse. As home owners (in our many moves) we did quite a bit of
the home maintenance/renovations.
2. Although you’re new to full-time volunteering, this was certainly not your first volunteer assignment. Tell
us about some of the volunteer projects you’ve been involved with in the past, and what fuels your passion for volunteering?
We have been involved with an international volunteer/ service organization that built training centers, hurricane shelters, community centers, churches, schools, etc. in Mexico, Honduras and Jamaica. We had also
been involved in Boy Scout leadership roles and Habitat for Humanity. Jenny also worked on a domestic violence hotline. We enjoy volunteering our time and are glad our
skills can be used. It has been a
great way to meet people and
learn about other cultures.
Cont. on Page 3
At left: George and Jenny Stoffa
proudly pose with platforms
they constructed for the new
observation decks that will go
at the end of the levee trail on
Horseshoe Lake

Photograph by John Magera
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Cont. from Page 2
3. What interested you in the National Wildlife Refuge System, and in particular, Attwater Prairie Chicken
NWR?
We like the outdoors. We had been interested in moving from the frozen north to a warmer climate and were
thrilled with the opportunity to contribute to the work at the APC NWR. The skills set for the volunteer position was a perfect fit for George. It was a chance to learn about a bird we’d never heard of before, the website
video was intriguing, and it is also close to one of our sons (a major recommendation).
4. You’ve had an opportunity to work on many projects since you’ve arrived. What are some of the more significant projects and challenges?
The biggest challenge was learning the “grounds” (all 10,000 acres) the plot names, roads, etc. For Jenny,
there was the challenge of doing so many things for the first time. The staff and other volunteers were very
supportive (and patient) in this regard. The training on the equipment was well paced, thorough, with an emphasis on safety. The variety of projects to work on kept the routine fresh – whether it was building viewing
platforms, constructing release pens, grading roads, or basic maintenance –we enjoyed them all. The absolute
most fun jobs involved using the ATVs.
5. Since transitioning from retirement to volunteer life, what have been your greatest challenges?
As a plant manager of a small 24/7 facility, George was always on call, wore many hats, and always stayed
busy. The biggest challenge for him was to learn to “slow down”. For Jenny, the biggest challenge was
adapting to life in a much smaller home that moves.
6. What have you enjoyed most during the time you’ve been here?
The people here! What we have enjoyed most has been the interaction and attitude of the staff and the other volunteers. They all made us feel welcome and we seemed to fit in day one. Second is the chance to learn
about the APC, and the wildflowers, butterflies, and the other birds and beasts here. We’ve appreciated also
the ability to work on a wide range of projects, as well as learn how to use various pieces of equipment, which
allows us to be more productive and more of an asset.
Cont. on P.6

Subscribe to our Electronic Newsletter
Is this the first time you have read THE BOOMER ? Was it forwarded to you by a third party? Would you
like it sent directly to your email address so you never miss an upcoming issue. Just send an email to :
oldpartnersguy@gmail.com
with I want the Boomer in the subject line and we will add you to the mailing list.
Interested in reading back issues?
Visit www.attwater.org and you will find them archived on the publications page.
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APC UPDATE

Refuge Reproduction Summary for 2014
Mike Morrow, Wildlife Biologist and Terry Rossignol, Refuge Manager
Attwater Prairie Chicken National Wildlife Refuge, Eagle lake, Texas
In previous editions of The Boomer, we have written repeatedly about the adverse effects of red imported fire ants (RIFA) on Attwater’s prairie-chickens (APC’s) and other wildlife. For those that may have missed
those articles, in a nutshell, research conducted at the Attwater Prairie Chicken National Wildlife Refuge
(APCNWR) and other locations within the APC’s historic range has documented (1) APC brood survival is
highly correlated with brood habitat insect abundance, and (2) RIFA significantly reduce insect abundance.
Based on these research findings, The Friends of Attwater Prairie Chicken Refuge and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service provided funding to suppress RIFA on nearly 3,700 acres of APCNWR prairie used most consistently by APC. Extinguish Plus™, a fire ant bait registered for pasture use, was aerially applied in October
2013 in preparation for the 2014 nesting and brooding season. So hopes were high for a good year going
into 2014.
Things started off well with a 25-year record 46 males observed displaying on APCNWR booming grounds
during March. Twenty-one nests were located and protected by predator deterrent fences before the end
of April. Of these, 77% hatched and 65% had chicks at 2 weeks posthatch. To provide a frame of reference
for evaluating those numbers, historic nest success reported in the literature averaged 32% (Peterson and
Silvy 1996), and for a stable greater prairie-chicken population in Minnesota, 69% of broods survived to 2
weeks posthatch (Pratt 2010). These data demonstrate the effectiveness of the predator deterrent fences
in increasing nest success, and also suggest that the RIFA treatment was effective in increasing 2-week
brood success to near normal levels.
Now for the bad news. The month of May turned out to be extremely wet. Rainfall exceeded the longterm average for the month by 6.00 inches. Even worse, 98% of the 10.8 inches received fell in 2 events –
4.15 inches during May 12 -– 14, and 6.4 inches during May 26 – 28. APCNWR topography is not conducive
to rapid drainage during rainfall events of several inches, resulting in a lot of standing water on the prairie.
Nests and broods suffered a heavy toll as a consequence. Of 7 nests located after the first of May, only 3
(43%) were successful, and only 1 (33%) of these broods survived to 2 weeks posthatch. Three of the 4
failed nests were abandoned by the hen after their nests were flooded. Young chicks are also particularly
susceptible to heavy rains. In addition, 7 of 20 (35%) brood hens of known fate were killed by predators
within 7 weeks of hatch. Brooding chicks is a perilous time for hens, and some hen mortality inevitably occurs during this period. However, the brood hen mortality observed this year was unusually high, and was
probably influenced by the large rain events concentrating hens and broods on remaining dry habitat.
Cont. on Page 5

You can help with this vital RIFA suppression by supporting the Brood Fund
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APC Update Cont. from P.4 When all was said and done, only 3 of 20 broods of known fate (one brood
went missing when we lost contact with the hen’s radio transmitter) survived to 6+ weeks of age when the
chicks have a good chance of independent survival. The hens for 2 other broods were killed at 6 and 7 weeks
posthatch. It is likely that some of the chicks from these 2 broods survived, but because we had not yet radioed any chicks from these broods, we had no way to monitor the fate of these broods after the hens were
killed. At least 2 hens and broods with no or failed transmitters have been observed on the refuge, so we
are hopeful that spring booming ground counts will have a few “surprises” in store for us.

While the net reproduction this year was very disappointing, there were some bright spots that provide encouragement for the future. Overall, 12 of 20 (60%) broods of known fate survived the critical 2-weeks posthatch, the period of highest mortality for chicks of gallinaceous species like prairie-chickens. This 60% survival compared to the previous 5-year average of 36%, suggests that expanded RIFA control was effective in increasing brood survival during this critical period. Although disappointing, heavy rain is a fact of life for
coastal Texas. That any chicks survived these conditions is positive, and provides further evidence that APCs
derived from captive flocks can deal with the hard knocks that life on the prairie sometimes brings. It also
points to the absolute necessity of establishing viable populations across the landscape to minimize the risk
of adverse weather, characteristic of prairie environments, wiping out the entire population.
APC recovery to date has been a frustratingly slow process. Looking at the big picture and not focusing on
the bad things (like ill-timed rains that we have no control over), we are starting to see some small victories.
Hopefully, the cumulative impact of these small successes will provide significant population-level dividends
in the not too distant future.
Literature Cited
Peterson, M. J. and N. J. Silvy. 1996. Reproductive stages limiting productivity of the endangered Attwater’s
prairie chicken. Conservation Biology 10:1264–1276.
Pratt, A. C. 2010. Evaluation of the reintroduction of Attwater’s prairie-chickens in Goliad County, Texas.
Thesis, Texas A&M University-Kingsville.

Membership
Interested in becoming a member or want to renew your annual membership ? It is now easy to do ,on-line at

www.attwater.org
We are happy to remind everyone that we are now a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
Any donations you may make are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law and tax code.
Donors should consult with their tax advisor.

Please consider Friends of Attwater Prairie Chicken Refuge in your charitable giving.
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Annual Fall Membership Meeting Scheduled
We will be holding our annual fall meeting at the Attwater Prairie Chicken National Wildlife Refuge, located
off of FM 3013, between Sealy and Eagle Lake, TX at 10am on Saturday September 13, 2014. All current
members attending the meeting, who have not previously submitted a ballot, will be eligible to vote for
nominees and officers.
If you will be unable to attend the meeting, please ensure that you send in your ballot either by mail or via
email. If you vote by ballot, you will not be eligible to vote at the annual meeting, for listed nominees and
officers; however, if possible, please plan to attend.
If you plan to attend the meeting, please RSVP to Gary Woods at garykwoods@sbcglobal.net with your expected number of attendees.
We expect that the meeting will conclude by noon. Light refreshments will be provided.

Members will receive notice of this meeting and a ballot via Email

“ Nothing is more priceless and more worthy of preservation than the rich array of
animal life with which our country has been blessed. It is a many-faceted treasure, of
value to scholars, scientists, and nature lovers alike, and it forms a vital part of the
heritage we all share as Americans.
President Richard M. Nixon
Upon passage of the Endangered Species Act, 1973

Volunteers, cont. from Page 3
7. Volunteers make up an increasingly significant portion of the workforce on America’s National Wildlife Refuges. What do you feel people should know about volunteer opportunities on Refuges?
As with any opportunity, what you get out of a situation is what you put into a situation - and how you handle
it. “Go with the flow” (say the Yankees who have relocated to Texas). Be open to new opportunities. There
is a wide variety of jobs that need doing, so there really is something for everyone.
8. Where do you plan to go from here, and which locations are on your “volunteer radar” now?

We will be heading back up to PA for the summer, to a private campground close to my parents so we
can assist with the work at their home. While we tried to line up work at other refuges or parks in
southeastern PA, no one had slots available during the time frame we had to make a decision. It is
our hope that as we meet other volunteers, we can establish a network of contacts that can provide
us park locations we can apply to in the future (versus helping out at campgrounds) while we settle
into this volunteer/work camping existence as full time RVers.
Volume 3 issue 2
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Bringing Nature to Cities
By Dan Ashe
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
I had the privilege to attend the grand opening of the new Desert National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
in Nevada. It is a spectacular building, built with revenue generated by the sale of excessed Bureau of Land
Management land in the Las Vegas area. The 11,000-square-foot visitor center features exhibits, two classrooms/meeting rooms, offices and a bookstore. It is also loaded with environmentally friendly design elements, and the refuge is applying for the highest certification for sustainability from the U.S. Green Building
Council, LEED Platinum. Desert Refuge is the largest refuge in the lower 48 states, and its visitor center is a
short drive for the 600,000 residents of Las Vegas.
In actuality, it isn’t that unusual. Nearly half of our 562 national wildlife refuges are within easy traveling
distance of small cities, and more than 100 refuges are within 25 miles of cities with 250,000 or more inhabitants. Today, there is at least one wildlife refuge within an hour’s drive of most major metropolitan areas.
Even in New York’s Times Square, you are only a 35-mile drive from Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in
New Jersey.
Still, we want to do more to reach urban residents and give them better opportunities to experience the
wild things and wild places that make our country unique. We are growing urban wildlife refuge partnerships to bring the ideals and conservation heritage of the Refuge System to the city.
America is urbanizing. Americans are increasingly disconnected from the outdoors. It is hard to get city
folk out to refuges, so we’re bringing refuges to them. Think parks, front yards, vacant lots, trails, all kinds of
areas that offer stepping stones to the enjoyment of nature. And we’re engaging them with the help of their
friends and neighbors. We’re working with urban conservation partners who bring to us their community
expertise, knowledge and relationships. They’ll help us learn and appreciate the diverse perspectives and values of urban communities and adapt our approach accordingly. Hopefully, we’ll help make wild life conservation relevant for those communities.
Last year we set up urban refuge partnerships in Chicago; Houston; Los Angeles; Albuquerque; Baltimore;
Seattle; New Haven, CT; and Providence, RI. We have a long way to go, but what is happening in those eight
cities and outside Las Vegas at Desert Refuge gives us an excellent foundation.
To learn more about urban wildlife refuge partnerships, go to http://go.usa.gov/ka4R
Editors note: The Houston area is blessed with more than a quarter of a million acres of National Wildlife Refuges lands within
and hours drive of the city center. To learn more about nearby refuges visit:

http://www.houstonwildliferefuges.org

Our Mission

The mission of the Friends of Attwater Prairie Chicken Refuge is to support the purpose and

objectives of Attwater Prairie Chicken NWR and promote the recovery of the Attwater's prairie chicken and the Texas
native coastal prairie ecosystem for this and future generations.
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